HOW WE BUILT THE ENTERPRISE CANM

By Judge W. B. Fonda
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[l Going back Lthirty-seven yenrs

in writing a-higlory of past events
i m very difficolt Lask when vou
.| have but few records and must
iwrite from memory, 1f 1 should
 |overlook a few minor points, or
lomit names of persons o whom
 leredit should be given lor past
* [ gervices, it will be unintentional
‘lon the part of the writér of this
{history of the Enterprise Canal.
IMany of my old-time pioncer
{friends have passed to the other
igide who worked with me in try
'ing to perfect a plan fordevelop
ing the Gila valley; and few e
left to read of their past 1Im|nc.
and vouch for the truthfulness of
this article

I elaim no especial eredit for
any of the work 1 have done, for
all the thanks should be given to
that grand old home-builder who
spent his time, money and en-
ergy, and who never ceased his
untiring support W a 11I'(m|m.~§.il:lnla
that met with all kinds of oppo-
sition, That grand old pioneer
has now passed away. But the
name of N, P. Beebe will ever
e remembered ns the man who
was pever thoroughly
stood.

A company of Mormons under
the leadership of N. P. Beebe (a]
returned missionary) arrived on |
tthe Little Colorado River, No-
vember 12, 1877, from tise south
ern  slates. These emigran h-.
“most of whom werde in destitut
pireumstances, were obliged t
divide their meager slores with
them.

This company
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consisted of

-

from Arkansas by teams, Some
of them stopped at Savoia, while
others went on to the Littie Colo-
rado River, Thev were the first
Mormon emigrants from Lhe
soulthern states in many vears,
and they were the fruits of the
lnbor of Henry G. Bovle and
others,

In 1880 Charles Shumway and
Nelson P. Beebe commenced the
erection of a grist mill on Silver
Creek, on the present site of
Shumway, having bounght out the
{elaims of the Wanslees. Beche
and Boyle hoth enme to Cochisel .
county in 1884, settling on (he
San Pedro near Benson, He
then settled on the Gila river,
buying the ranch of Kosel Stev-
ens and began Lhe work of build-
ling the Enterprise Cannl. Many
1ol the company followed the o'd
pioneer and Lhe descendants of
these families are now among
the most prominent citizens of
the Gila valley. In the parly
were the families of Wanzlee,
"1 Quinn, Talley and Morris. One
member, Daddy J. J. Quinn,
lived to see his one hundredth
birthday.

Well do 1 remember, a few
'|days before he passed away of
|being ealled to the bedside of
5| Mr, Beebe to take his last pe-
knowledment, when he said:

*Now vou have assisted moe in
my last work. * Let me take your
hand, Wil I know thisis you,
‘| but 1 cannot see you. We worked
hard together Lo Luild the Enter-
prise, and 1 shall not live Lo see
this one greal object of my life
accomplished, but yvou will he
here when the Enterprize iz com-
pleted,

“I'beo you go tothe head of
Lthe eanal and on the face of the
rack where we sat 0 many times
and discossed our work, vou el
the name of N, P. Beebe, Presi
dent; and you tell my boys to cul
| your nwme, W. B. Fonda, under
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mine, Ak h:‘l.‘il.‘lnlir. uﬂﬂ' VEHI
pass away.
1| Away back in 18T | was en-

gaged in the cuttle indostey, but
{#ee that the range was becoming
| overstovked, | turned mv atten-

under- |

about 100 souls, and came through &

11

¢iburg, Germany, went back to|
Celorndo to maeke his report,
which 1 knew would be favorable |
ant that he would aganin return|
early in the fall.
1, 1585, Engineer Betz returned,

and 1 bought the tirst bill of pro-

visiong for the ecamp from 1. E.
Solomaon, the father of early Solo-
monville,. This old statement
shows & balance due the com-
pany when we ceased operations,

iz atill in my possession and
matter of record.

Well do | remember the night
of August 5, 1885, We had run
our lines west as far a8 the up-
per part of the Kleinstauber
ranch, now known as the Rancho
Paloma, Betz was expecting im-
portant letters from Colorado,
and we broke camp and started
for my ranch on the Munson
Clenega, Passing just enough
gouth of Solomonville I left the
team with Betz to take on to the
ranch, while 1 saddled up the
horge we were leading behind Lhe
bickboard, and road into Solo
monville for the mail,

TI'he stage being late, 1 put my
horse, a valuable thoroughbred
staliion, in the Solomon coreal
and, like any eowpancher, went
into the saloon run by [.:uun...-
| Steve ns, better known as **Little
:bh ve,"" the renegade son of one
jof New England’'s proudest fam-
{thes.  Steve, Ben Crawford and
{1, E. Solomon were engaged in n
| friendly little game of poker and
|u. course | bought two stacks of
chips and entered the game.
Fortune favored me and 1 began,
for a wonder, to win., We had
hot game and after playing
nearly all night, 1 found mysell
about $500.00 to the good.

Not being able to walk & crack
i the foor straight, | had the
corral boy order my horse, and
after being assisted to mount, 1
8¢t out for the ranch. When
nearing the foothills south of
Solomanville, I saw what [ sup-
posed to be a bunch of Globe
freighters driving their horses
out to feed in the chapparral.

"Hello!" 1 called, The answer
came back: “Hello!"" Knowing
the country so well 1 hollowed,

"o up the next draw and you
will find some good feed."’

I started to ride out to show
them, when | noticed my horse
{become very nervous and, like
{all American horses he began to
[anort at the smell of an Indian,
I drove the spur inlo his flanks
and he made the run of his life,
Little did I know that he had
e.rried me through a bunch of|!
hestile Apaches, led by that old
timeé murdering fiend, Geronimo.

When | arrived<at the ranch 1
turped the old horse loose and
went to the camp where [ found

Hank Dowdle, Charlie MeGreary,
Marion Gillis
and other cowpunchers, all in

hed and scattered avound on 4he
round. Hank Dowdle, my old
time pall, rose up in bed and
hallowed: “‘Hello, Bill! Got any-
thing on your hip?"' *'Of course
| have! Do you think 1 would
get in a poker game and win
£500.00 and not buy a boltle fot
the boys?""

On hearing this they all eame
alive, and for the next few hours,
Limes were lively, -

We had just got quietly asleep
when we heard the patter of a
horse's Teet coming from the
direction of Safiord. We knew
sumelhing was up, and all arose
ul onee when Mace Freeman came
iiding up to camp and reported
that Mexicans had cut horses
lwose from the wagons in Johr
#e's and the Wright Brothers'
vards,

- Mac was not much excited as
he thouglit they were a bunch of

|tion to secucing a pices of land
'|in the vailey whore | coulid s
day build -me a permanent hom

Jand find mysell u kelpment. l|
wrole to [riends in Colorado, i) J
{native state, and ‘-'Ithlu"{hd n

linléresting a few members of my !
family, which resuiled in their
|sending a competent German en-
winéer to look over the situation
of the Enterprise Canal and make
b repurt.

l met him in Bowie with o
mule Leam and o Ir::n_‘kimllrli, an
that evening landed him at my
ranch on the Munson Cienega,
about nine milea south of the
now prosperous town of Safford,
the county svut of Grahum eonn
ty. Wespenl soveral days look
ing over the country and decided
o begin a proliminary surve ¥
with the terminus at the Cotton-
wood Wash, west of Smithville,
whichwas afterward called Pima,
and a post office was established
there. In August 1885 we be
gan running the levels and found
the fall suflicient tv give the on
nal a grade-ol three Test to the
mile; the engineer thought this
grade nécessary in order to kee I
the canal free of sediment. We
made several surveys, and finally
settled our location about thee
quarters of & mile up the river
from the head of the Enterpris
Canal. Qur object in doing this
| was Lo tuke the water from th

bed rock and utilize the wunder.
How, Lthereby suving aboul 154
inches of waler lost in less tha
tono-hall ml

; Alley Lhis prefiminary surve
e Ko Bels, the engineer ol Htl'--

J'II.

Moextenn rustlers who had stoien
-I--Hi:.‘-'l. This explained 1
he actions of the horse 1 had
o cruelly spurred for not going
||I sre | had llulrwi him.
“Mexicans, h—L"" 1 yelled t
iim. ""They were Indians an
did Dandy earried me right thr
the bunech. Come alive and gel
wr horses. Those tenderfool
Murmons who are following the
Mexivans will every one be mas

gucred before we can gel Lo
them,"
I'he bova had turned their

horaes loose when they came into] |

ecumip and the only horse to be
had wus the one | had ridden
the night before. -1 saddled up
wnd started out to round up th
saddle hnrﬁes, but il was nearl:
nine o'elock before we |.nt our
mounts and started for Sulomon
ville, a distance of abmll'. ten
miles.

Az we rode into town from th
south, the parties that had bee
following the supposed Mexicans
came up on the run from: Che
vast, They had begun to aus
peel what sort of “Mexicans"
they were chasing and all sop
posed the Indians were now fol-
| wing them: but not so with us,
a8 wi knew too well the eoward(y
disposition of Geronimo and hi
band of cul-throats.

We got a few together a:d
started back 1o the place whe
the Indiang had Jaid i ambuash
There we fouad the Wizl t'wo
ers, both deul. From theemp ¥
ghells found on the ground. w

About August!
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Detroit Vapor Oil Stove

LT L

ing

This is an entirely new type
a Cliy gEas-range.

the room.

city gas range.
This

demonstration.

Hours of Perfect Cook-

The remaikable econemy is due to the scientific Ri".'ll Star burner which makes
gas AUTOMATICALLY—without wicks or wick substitutes—from kerossne or gasoline.

It is made of gray annealed iron and
weighs 8 1-2 pounds—exceptionally durable.

concentrates TWO rirgs of iniensely hot Rame direcily un-
der the cooking utensil—praciically no heat escapes into

And remember this: The RED STAR ccoks, bakes,
boils or fries ANYTHING that

Every Woman Should Know About

Come in and we will give you a :urprluing

19

From Gallon
OF OIL

Think lf the tremendous

amount of cooking you could do

on one burner if you started at 6
p'clock tomorrow moriiing and cooked
continuously until midnight.  Thart's
19 hours—the amount of service you
could have from one gullon of fuel
in the

RED STAR Detrsit Vapor Oil
Stove

of oil burner. It operates like

This burner
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can be done on the fnest

Stove

.

L LI ELE Bl b

: Gila Valley Furniture and Hardware Store
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remains of the desd ranchmen
were brought back to Solomon-
ville and turned over to the rela-

tives,

We konew our small bunch of
cowpunchera could do no good to
follow the Indians and as we
could not get others to go, we
iaturned to the ranch

P. J. Bolan, our brave district
attornev, senl o vunner Lo Fort
lemmi for the so! [hl-‘l"ﬂ .h | il
theee dave Lhe
I'hey made Lhis Iunui march uf
twently-one miles and then went
into camp at Solomonville, where
the officers L--ul i sl u11 on spring
beds and h: vlenty b0 cat and
drink. Hy t] 18 time old Gerom
mo Was u- U-H1III, h\tur Lifpes
and headed for the Sieren Muadres

where he knew the American
troops could not follow, I went
with the |proops v the pinee Lhe
bﬂ}‘i wore killed sond with the
help of others, bailt monuments
of boulders, “hh h stand today
gilent witnewses 1o the suered
spot where two of our hardy,
young pioneers $o cruelly met
their death, _

After Lhe foneral services next

fuy, Enginecr Betz told me that
e was going  back to Coelorado,

ime had come, he wopnud retirn

nr'ul complete the we rk. | ssked

mo tadbout what [imée - do o YOL
thlﬂh tha' will beT" He glared
at me straichi o the exve and
said: “'In sbout ffty years or

ven zhe ferdamned solders gel
orders from Washington to ahool
nitead of holding councils of
war & | oker table over.

Betz leit the next marning and
as the time has not yot arrived,

have never eden  Him BINCY
My own folka wroté me L com
home while 1 was sltegether and
wad o full head ol linir; it 1 am
still in Arizona. hale and hearty
andd o pEc o 1ive lang or e h
to see our greal work completed,

As time drifted on, the Eqler-
prisé lay dormant. N. P. Beube
and myself did every thing with-
in our power 6 enlist capital

ithy it ffg &,

Lhir next move was g e L
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heatglight

a dlean economical fuel fof:
cil cookstoves, heaters & lamps

STANDARD OIL COMPANY

knew they hud died game, Tuv

(CALIFORMNIA)

1 when he thouwht the proper ;

Phoenix to get the territory tnlmieem Arizona, we must p
tike an interest in it and supply | work togethe ¥ in the great wor
cnvict labor. At that time we|of irrigation,’ To Senator Ive:
had a law aothorizing the gove! belongs the eredit of first advo
ernor to furnish such labor and eating the building of ‘storage
the territory to take stock in the | reservoirs.
corporation, 1met Governor Me-| I returned to Safford and re
lord and he thought the }'lrnp'; Iported what had heen seccom
silion fensible and immedintely | plished, and no sooner had the
called the Board of Control m1pmpnumm bean received than
meet with Senutor Ives, who tieelfish interests did everything
that time was working cnmmt in. their power to defeat the
labor on a canal at Yuma. Sen- | buildis ng of the Enterprise. A
ator Ives, one of the biggest-|delegation was sent to Phoeni«
learted men in Arizona, pro-|and everyobstasls placed in the
posed that Graham county be|way. Solomonviile sueceeded o
given one-half of the econvict la-|a time in hilling the lr..-nterurlm
har and nlfergd to take stock injas a controlling interest in the
he corporation, saying to the! Montezuma and San Jose canals
hoard: "Il we ever E:pﬂ'l to! Continued on Page 6
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You best have “luck” when you CO AFTER it

A sure way to find luck s 10 RANS YOUR
MONEY regularly and add to your balance.

right.

The more money you have the more POWER
you have—power lo inv?ﬂ or expand y rur business
and employ others to work for you.

Start a bank account with us, or INEéE&SE the
balance you already have.

We Invite YOUR Banki | " news

Arizona Trust and Sovings Bank



